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Pluralism both suppeorts and is supported by the Western society in
which we live and minister, At the heart of our culture are beliefs
which promote diversity in lifestyles and religions. Possibly the most
fundamental principle of Western culture is the beliefin autonomy

and the sovereignty of the individual. Personal taste and comfort are
valued above the good of a society, because it is for the good of the
individual that society exists. Tied to this is another key belief of our
culture: tolerance. When individual freedom Z;eat
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good, truth and love must be subjected to its dictates
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this extreme individualisnygveryone’s beliefs must be accepted as
equally valid and anything which may interfere with one’s self-
interest must be resisted. “Religious beliefs are tolerated in the West
—as private opinions or as aspects of culture. In schools children
may be encouraged to accept religion either (if they are Western) as
their own personally chosen value system or (if they are ethnically
non-Western) as an aspect of'their culture, Areligion that makes
truth claims, that claims to proclaim reality as it actually s, not just
rivate values, is not welcome in the arena.”
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